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Title: [Rehabilitation of the population in areas devastated by the Rwandan war] La rehabilitation de la population des zones sinistrees par la guerre au Rwanda.
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Abstract: Data from communal and prefectural authorities and from the general census of 1991 were used to assess the demographic effects of the war in Rwanda between October 1990 and February 1993. Rehabilitation after the devastation of war on the scale experienced in the Rwandan prefectures of Byumba and Ruhengeri since October 1990 requires urgent and careful preparation. Accurate data on the whereabouts of the population is one necessary element. The often incomplete available data indicate that the populations of Byumba and Ruhengeri declined from 783,350 and 766,112 respectively in August 1991 to 257,160 and 255,413 in February 1993. The communes of Giti, Muhura, Murambi, and Rutare in Byumba and Cyabingo, Gatonde, Mukingo, Ndusu, Nkuli, Nyakinama, and Nyamutera in Ruhengeri were only slightly affected by the combat except for the arrival of refugees. Reports of a few communes such as Muvumba and Ngarama which indicate that more people fled then actually were enumerated in 1991 suggest that individuals were counted as fleeing who actually resided in other communes or that a large number of persons were omitted from the census. Some communes, such as Cyeru, Nyamugali, and Ruhondo in Ruhengeri and Buyoga, Bwisige, Cyungo, Kibali, Kinyami, Ngarama, and Tumba in Byumba were swollen by refugees before intensification of hostilities led a large part of their own populations to emigrate. The population more than doubled in 11 communes, while 5 of the 16 communes in Ruhengeri and 5 of the 17 in Byumba lost almost all of their normal populations. Increased mortality has resulted from the precarious health and nutritional conditions in the refugee camps and on the roads. The war itself was responsible for a large number of deaths. Around 50,000 persons each in Ruhengeri and Byumba are estimated to have been taken prisoner and exploited as an unpaid source of labor. Refugee camps have swelled the populations of at least 12 rural communes in the prefecture of Kigali. One camp, Nyacyonga, was estimated in March 1993 to contain almost 140,000 persons living under very difficult conditions. It is estimated that almost half of all displaced persons, or around 450,000, are not in Kigali. The number of displaced persons in the prefecture of Gisenyi was unknown as of March 1993. The total number of refugees in Rwanda is believed to be between 800,000 and 1 million.
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